The Relationship between Population Growth and Sustainable Development
What is Sustainable Development?
Sustainable development has been defined in many ways, but the most frequently quoted definition is from Our Common Future, also known as the Brundtland Report:[1]
Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
The World Bank has also defined sustainability in terms of opportunities for future generations, using a triangular framework to illustrate the idea of Environmentally Sustainable Development (ESD).
The new framework includes economic, social and ecological objectives, Broadly put, the goal of sustainable development is to further each of these objectives (economic, social and ecological) simultaneously over the long term, so that they may be enjoyed by future generations. 
As mentioned before there are three dimensions to sustainable development: 
1. economic, 
2. social 
3. and environmental. 
These dimensions give rise to the need for the planning system to perform a number of roles:
an economic role – contributing to building a strong, responsive and competitive economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right places and at the right time to support growth and innovation; and by identifying and coordinating development requirements, including the provision of infrastructure;
a social role – supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by providing the supply of housing required to meet the needs of present and future generations; and by creating a high quality built environment, with accessible local services that reflect the community’s needs and support its health, social and cultural well-being; and
an environmental role – contributing to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic environment; and, as part of this, helping to improve biodiversity, use natural resources prudently, minimise waste and pollution, and mitigate and adapt to climate change including moving to a low carbon economy.










GOALS OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a proposed set of targets relating to future international development. 

Goals, targets and indicators

DEFINITION of indicators

a thing, especially a trend or fact, that indicates the state or level of something.
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The Relationship between Population Growth and Sustainable Development
Population growth increases environmental pressures:
Out of the 7 billion people that currently inhabit the world, more than 1 billion continue to live in extreme poverty. About as many suffer from food insecurity (FAO, 2008) and live in slums (UN Habitat, 2010; UNFPA, 2007), and millions are unable to find productive and remunerative employment
Population growth increasingly differs between countries: Pressures are mounting in the world’s poorest countries
The growth of the world population masks considerable differences between countries. Over the past decades the heterogeneity amongst countries and within countries has increased considerably as regards population growth. Whereas populations are stabilizing or declining in many developed countries, and population growth is decelerating in many of the middle-income countries, population growth remains high in the world’s least developed countries.
To create full employment, raise household incomes and combat poverty, the least developed countries require higher and more sustained economic growth (UNCTAD, 2002; 2006; 2008). But higher economic growth will also increase environmental pressures within the current development regime. This is particularly true where economic growth is based on extractive and carbon-intensive industries but also where agricultural production further erodes natural resources. The world’s least developed countries are more strongly affected by environmental degradation than most other developing countries (UNFPA, 2011a; UNCTAD, 2011), and this, along with high population growth, affects their prospects for development.
Population growth differs within countries: Rapid urbanization changes vulnerabilities and creates new opportunities
The world is undergoing the largest wave of urban growth in history: already, over half the world’s population is living in towns and cities, and by 2030 this number will swell to almost 5 billion, with urban growth concentrated in Africa and Asia. Rural-urban migration is often motivated by economic opportunities, but economic opportunities are also closely related to changing environmental conditions. Flooding in the delta of Bangladesh, and droughts in the horn of Africa (Herrmann and Svarin, 2009), for example, threaten livelihoods in the rural areas and encourage many to search for a more prosperous life in the urban centers. And as environmental shocks increase in frequency and intensity, they can further accelerate rural-urban migration Under the right circumstances, and with the right supports, migration can be a strategy to adapt to changing environmental conditions, rather than a failure to adapt.
Despite the challenges that are associated with urbanization, it can be a powerful driver for sustainable economic, social and environmental development (UNFPA, 2007; McKinsey Global Institute, 2011). As populations grow, it makes economic and environmental sense for people to move closer together in urban areas. 
Urbanization enables countries to provide essential services, including health and education, at lower costs per capita, and also allows for economies of scale in the development of vital infrastructure, including housing, water, sanitation and transport. Urbanization can also reduce energy consumption, particularly in transport and housing, and it can help to ease population pressures in rural areas.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Changes in the size of populations are inevitably bringing about changes in the age-structure of populations. Countries that have high population growth have youthful populations, whereas the countries that have low population growth have an aging population. Changing age structures affect not only patterns of consumption and production; they also affect the balance between, returns to and investment in the different factors of production. They have important implications for labor markets, wages and income distribution, as well as current and future output (Lewis, 1954; Fei and Ranis, 1964).
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Target 9. Integrate the principles of
sustainable development into courtry policies
and programs and reverse the loss of
nvironmental resourcas.

Indicators
25. propartion of land sres covard by forsst
(Fa0)

26. Fatio of ares protacted to maintain
biclogical diversity to surface area (UNEP-
weme)

27. Eneray use (kg oil equivalent) per $1GDP.
(PPP) (IEA, World Bank)

28, Carbon dioxids smissions per capits
(UNFCCC, UNSD) 3nd consumption of ozone-
depleting CFCs (ODP tons) (UNEP-Ozone.
Sacretanst)

20. propartion of population using sold fusls
(wHo)

Target 10. Halve, by 2015, the proportion of
people uithout sustainable access to safe
drinking vater and basic sanitation

Indicators
'30. Proportion of population vith sustainable.
accass to an improved water source, urban and
rural (UNICEF-WiHO)

31 Proportion of population vith access to
improvad sanitation, urban and rursl (UNICEF-
WHo)

Target 11, Have achisved by 2020 5
Significant improvement in the lives of at least
300 million slum dvllers
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Goal 8: Develop a Global Partners|
Development

Target 12. Develop further an open, rule-
basad, predictable, nondiscriminatory trading
and financial systam (includes 3 commitment
£ good governancs, developmant, and poverty
reduction?both nationally and intemationally)

Target 13. Addrass the special nesds of the
Least Developad Countras (includes tariff- and
uota-fras access for Least Daveloped
Countriss? exports, snhanced program of debt
ralief for healy indebted poor countries
[HIPCs] and cancellation of official bilateral
debt, and more generous offical development
sssittance for countries committed 2 poverty.
reduction)

Target 14, Address the spacial nesds of
landlocked developing countries and small
island developing States (through the Program
of Action for the Sustainable Developmant of
‘Small Tsland Developing States and 22nd
‘General Assembly provisions)

Target 15. Deal comprehensivaly vith the
debt problems of daveloping countries through
national and internationsl messursz in order o
make debt sustainable in the long term
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Indicators.
Official development assistance (ODA)

3. It ODA, total and to LDCs, 3 parcentage
of OECD/Development Assistance Committae
(DAC) donors' gross national income (GNI)
(oEcD)

3a. proportion of total bilateral, sector-
sliccable ODA of OECD/DAC danrs to basic
Social sarvices (basic education, primary health
ars, nutritin, safe viater and Sanitation)
(oEco)

35. Proportion of bilateral ODA of OECD/DAC
Gonors that iz untisd (OECD)

36. ODA receivad in landlocksd developing
cointies 35 3 proportion of their GNIs (OECD)
37. ODA received in zmal sland developing
States a5 proportion of their GNIs (OECD)

Market access
38. Proportion of total developed country
importz (by value and sxcluding srms) from
developing countries and from LDCs, admitted
free of duty (UNCTAD, WTO, W8)

3. Average tariffs imposed by developed
countries on agricultural products and textiles
and clothing from devaloping countriss
(Uncrap, wro, w)

40. Agricultural support estimate for OECD.
countries as parcentage of their GDP (OECD)
41 Proportion of ODA provided to help build
trade capacity (OECD, WTO)

Dabt sustainabilty

42, Total numbsr of countriss that have
reached their Heavily Indebted Poor Countries
Initative (HIPC) decision points and number
that have reachad their KIPC completion points
(cumulative) (INF - World Bank)

43, Dab rlisf committed undar HIPC initistive
(IMF-World Bank),
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‘Goal 1: Eradicate Extreme Hunger and
Poverty

Target 1. Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the
proportion of people whose income Is less than
oy

Indicators
1. proportion of population below $1 (1993
PPP) per day (world Bank) a*

2. Poverty gap ratio [incidance x depth of
poverty] (World Bank)

3. Share of poorast quintile in national
onsumption (World Bank)

Target 2. Halve, betueen 1950 and 2015, the
proportion of people viho suffer from hunger
Indicators

2. Pravalence of underueight children under
five years of age (UNICEF-WHO)

5. Propartion of population below minimum
level of dietary energy consumption (FAO)

Goal 2: Achieve Universal Pri
Education

Target 3. Ensure that, by 2015, children
‘everyuhere, boys and girls alike, will be able.
£ complate 3 full course of primary schooling

Indicators
6. et enrolment ratio in primary education
(UNESCO)

7. Proportion of puplls starting grade 1 ho
reach grade 5 (UNESCO) b*

8. Literacy rate of 15-24 year-olds (UNESCO)
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Goal 3: Promote Gender Equality and
Empouer Women

Target 4. Eiminate gender disparity in
primary and secondary education, preferably by
2005, and in sl lsval2 of sducation no latar
than 2015

Indicators
9. Ratio of girls to boys in primary, sacondary
and teriary sducation (UNESCO)

10. Ratio of literats omen to men, 15-24
years old (UNESCO)

11, Share of women in age employment in
thenon-agricultural sector (1L0)

12, Propartion of zests hald by viomen in
national pariiament (1PU)
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Goal 4: Reducs Child Mortality

Target 5. Reduce by tuo-thirds, betueen 1950
2nd 2015, the under-five mortality rate
Indicators

13. Under-five mortalty rate (UNICEF-WHO)
13 Infant mortality rate (UNICEF-WHO)

15. Proportion of 1 year-old children
immunizad against measles (UNICEF-WHO)
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Goal 5: Improve Maternal Health

Target 6. Reduce by three-quarters, betueen
1550 and 2015, the maternal mortality ratio
Indicators

16. Maternal mortality ratio (UNICEF-WHO)
17. Propartion of birthe attanded by illed
health personnal (UNICEF-WHO)

‘Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and
other diseases

Target 7. Have halted by 2015 and begun to
reverss the spread of HIV/AIDS

Indicators
18. HIV prevalence among pregnant women
2944 15-24 years (UNAIDS-WHO-UNICEF)

15, Condom uss rate of the contraceptive
prevalence rate (UN Population Division) c*
392, Condom use at lact high-risk sax
(unicer-wHo)

19b. Percantage of population sged 15-24
years uith comprahansiva correct knowledge of
HIV/AIDS (UNICEF-WHO) d*

19¢. Contraceptive prevalence rate (UN
Population Division)

20, Ratio of schoal attandancs of orphans to
chool attendance of non-orphans aged 10-14
years (UNICEF-UNAIDS- WHO)

Target 8. Have halted by 2015 and begun to
reveres the incidencs of malana and other
major diseases




